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UNDULATING ROOF FORMS 
 

The Center was conceived as a link between nature and the vibrant 
multi-cultural communities that surround it. Unique yet not foreign to 
its surroundings, it is an elegant and transparent building, carefully 
sited on a major thoroughfare to give the building visibility and ac-
cessibility to the community. The back and sides of the building serve 
as a background for outdoor activities with its spectacular southern 
views and setting among the fields, greenhouses and planting beds. 
 

As a community center building, it houses a preschool, gymnasium, 
exercise rooms and a host of other community activities. These pro-
gram areas each achieve a distinct formal identity through the un-
dulating roof forms, which derive from the site where excavated ma-
terial was used to form a series of large scale rolling grassy berms. 
These curves are repeated on the interior where wood ceilings rise and 
fall to give shape to the gymnasium and other major rooms, creating a 
strong con-nection to the exterior landscape. 
 

SOMETHING MORE MEANINGFUL 
 

The Centre is a LEED Gold certified building and it integrates a num-
ber of sophisticated sustainable design strategies. 
 

The three primary elements of the building are the tilt-up concrete 
walls, the curvilinear roof and the curtain wall. The primary structure 
is composed of tilt-up concrete walls. The intent was to take a techno-
logy typically used for cheap big-box construction and push it into 
something more meaningful.  
 

The walls are comprised of 46 panels in total, each uniquely shaped. 
To keep the architecture elemental, electrical conduit and some mech-
anical chases were cast in the walls to hide the services. The roof is 
constructed with open-web steel joists.  
 

The joists themselves are straight and each one sequentially rotated in 
section, with the steel deck tying the system together to create the 
curves. The joists bear on the tilt up walls and on elliptical columns at 
the curtain wall.  
 

 

 

SERVING A CULTURALLY-DIVERSE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
 

The glazed curtain wall unifies the exterior with its strong horizontal pattern relieved by the dis-
tribution of three types of glass lights: clear, fritted in a striped pattern, and opaque white. As well as 
controlling solar heat gain, the distribution of these different panels varies to suit the function of the 
spaces enclosed and serves to control views to and from the building. Interior glazing completes this 
effect by opening up rooms to the circulation spines. 
 

The Center is part of a long-trem project which expands upon a number of cultural activities and 
neighbourhood revitalization projects funded by the Vancouver Park Board, Sunset Community Asso-
ciation and the Thomas Family. Its purpose is to serve a culturally-diverse neighbourhood and partner 
with a variety of special interest groups. As a Park Board site, it is charged with delivering programs to 
children, youth, adults, and seniors. 
 

The building has been tremendously popular and community membership increased by 40% in the 
first three months since its opening in 2007. 
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